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"There's a host of reasons why I like flying," Delgado said. "I'm doing something I like to do, it's a
totally different skill set ... I gave [AirLifeLine] a call because I've always wanted to do something like
that. It is something I can give back."
Although he's been with the group for two years, Delgado has only flown two solo missions one taking
a woman to Pittsburgh for an organ transplant, and another flying a woman on the first leg of her
journey home from Baltimore to Georgia. Delgado said he has flown "a handful" of other trips as a
copilot.
Every week, AirLifeLine publishes a nationwide list of patients who need flights. Pilots then look on
the list to see if they can transport anyone traveling in their area.
When Delgado signs up for a mission, he receives a mission request form with the patient's details, such
as weight, a brief description of the illness and specific information on where the patient needs to go.
He then contacts the patient to arrange the transportation schedule and where they will meet. He also
makes sure that any special needs are met, such as having a friend or family member along to help the
patient in and out of the airplane, or coordinating schedules with another pilot if he is only flying part of
the way.
Delgado usually flies a Cessna 182, a small plane that will seat four people comfortably and has room
for a companion for the patient, he said.
After talking with the patient about special needs they will have during the flight, Delgado spends about
two hours studying weather patterns and maps and preparing a flight plan, which he has to file with the
Federal Aviation Administration.
‘When Delgado flew a woman to North Carolina on her first leg of a journey home to Georgia, the round
trip flight took almost eight hours. Because of poor weather conditions, he had to fly for more than two
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hours through thick fog, relying on his instruments because he could not see the ground or the horizon.
Preparations helped make sure the trip went smoothly.

"I want to make sure that at least this is as uneventful as possible," Delgado said. "It took a lot of
intense concentration, but it couldn't have been that bad, because she fell asleep in the back."

But Delgado said it was his first patient who helped him see the importance of his volunteer work. He
was transporting a woman with cancer, and was surprised by her positive outlook and will to survive,
despite her many surgeries.

"This time last year, I took a woman who was a cancer patient," Delgado said. "It was only halfway into

the trip I realized what it meant to her. Turns out she'd had five organ transplants already ... I don't see
how somebody who had gone through all that could be doing so well. It kind of drove it home for me."

Copyright © 2005 The Gazette - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Privacy Statement

file:///C:/Users/Dwighd D. Delgado/Dropbox (Personal)/Dwighd Delgado/Delgado gives friendly skies new meaning.mht

Ads by Google

Is flying for you?

Take our quiz.We offer luxu
included!

www.cirrusdesign.com

Learn to Fly

Free Offer Student Pilots Fi
training tools
www.aopa.org/FlightTraining

Sell
stuff
the
easy
way:

on Gazette Net
Classifieds.

888-670-7100

Gazette.Net -

2/2


http://www.gazette.net/livepages/2.shtml
http://services.google.com/feedback/abg?url=http://gazette.net/gazette_archive/2002/200249/gaithersburg/news/133520-1.html&hl=en&client=ca-pub-7674424699149565&adU=www.cirrusdesign.com&adT=Is+flying+for+you%3F&adU=www.aopa.org/FlightTraining&adT=Learn+to+Fly&done=1
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BhsTMlnlsRfjTLZO8-AHGkbWqC9L88RWapeWtAsCNtwGA8QQQARgBIJ7L_QEoAjAAOABQkLDknP______AWDJBpgBjKLSAbIBC2dhemV0dGUubmV0ugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBTmh0dHA6Ly9nYXpldHRlLm5ldC9nYXpldHRlX2FyY2hpdmUvMjAwMi8yMDAyNDkvZ2FpdGhlcnNidXJnL25ld3MvMTMzNTIwLTEuaHRtbIACAagDAQ&num=1&adurl=http://www.cirrusdesign.com/learntofly&client=ca-pub-7674424699149565&nm=0
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B37o3lnlsRfjTLZO8-AHGkbWqC7-hhBH77ceNAsCNtwHgvjQQAhgCIJ7L_QEoAjAAOABQ2MTO-fj_____AWDJBpgBjKLSAbIBC2dhemV0dGUubmV0ugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBTmh0dHA6Ly9nYXpldHRlLm5ldC9nYXpldHRlX2FyY2hpdmUvMjAwMi8yMDAyNDkvZ2FpdGhlcnNidXJnL25ld3MvMTMzNTIwLTEuaHRtbKgDAQ&num=2&adurl=https://flighttraining.aopa.org/apps/student/ft_free.cfm%3Fpriority%3DSX06GA%26engine%3Dadwords!6485%26keyword%3Dlearn%2520flight%26creative%3DAd3%26match_type%3Dcontent&client=ca-pub-7674424699149565&nm=0
http://rotator.adjuggler.com/servlet/ajrotator/124172/0/ch?ajkey=V112BB4D63E400C7483400C7483L145496K93960QL124173QQP0G0020

